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1. Introduction

After the five-year period of subsidization by the Ministry
of Education, Culture, Sports, Technology and Science for
Nishogakusha University’s 21st Century COE Program
“Establishment of World Organization for Kanbun Studies,”
adopred in 2004, came to an end, Nishégakusha University
ran its own Kanbun Instruction and Research Program as
a centre for global research. After three years, in 2012 this
program, which had been directly answerable to the universicy
president, became part of Nishégakusha University’s Institute
for Asian Studies and made yet another fresh start, with its
name too being changed to “Kanbun Instruction and Research
Advancement Office.”

In conjunction with this restructuring, not only the
regulations of the Institute for Asian Studies, bur also those
relating to the COE were revised. Under the COE Program
and Kanbun Instruction and Research Program, a Steering
Committee for considering the acrual implementation of the
programs formed a core group, with meetings being held for all
program members to consider research policy, and ultimarely
the programs’ various activities were implemented after having
been deliberated on by a Program Committee consisting of
department heads, etc., and chaired by the universiry president.

Under the new Kanbun Instruction and Research
Advancement Office (hereafter: Advancement Office),
the Steering Committee and program members’ meetings
will continue to operate by and large as they have up until
now. However, the former Program Committee composed
of department heads will be replaced by the Operational
Committee of the Institute for Asian Studies, chaired by the
Institute’s director. Consequently, henceforth members of
the Operational Committee will discuss topics pertaining to
kanbun in addition to their other agenda items. The outline of
the Advancement Office’s plans for 2012 presented below was
approved by the Program Committee last year and has also
been discussed this year by the Operational Commitree.

In addition, regulations pertaining to research fellows and

assistants who have been brought over from the COE have also
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been revised, and they will leave the COE’s organization and
become staff members of the Institute for Asian Studies. Their
duries will narurally also change, and it will be necessary to
find a suitable balance between staff engaged mainly in work
relating to kanbun and those engaged mainly in the work of the
Institute for Asian Studies.

2. Organization of Instruction and Research
First I shall describe the organization of research.

(1) The following eleven people have been appointed research
members. Those whose names are in bold face will serve on the

Steering Committee.

* Leader: Sato Susumu

e Literature and Arts Section: Iso Mizue, Soutome Tadashi,
Makisumi Etsuko, Inada Atsunobu

* History and Thought Section: Sato Kazuki, Tanaka
Masaki, Koyama Satoko, Nakagawa Katsura

* Bibliography Section: Takayama Setsuya

* Science History Section: Machi Senjuro

(2) The following three people have been appointed
collaborating rescarchers. They have been selected from outside
full-time staff members of Nishogakusha University.

» Overseas Courses Section: Yamabe Susumu, Tanaka Yukie

* Data Processing: Kamichi Kaichi

(3) The following nine people have been appointed overseas
coordinators. Overseas coordinators play an extremely
important role in managing overseas centres. Their
actual duties will include the following: (1) participating
in international symposiums on kanbun instruction at
Nishogakusha University; (2) writing about the results of their
kanbun studies in Nihon Kanbungaku Kenkyiz; (3) writing about
the state of kanbun studies and the state of training of young
researchers in Sashé Tsajing (4) acting as leaders of kanbun
instruction in their respective countries and as contacts when
instructors from Nishdgakusha University are sent to give
lectures; (5) providing support for graduate students when
they come to study at Nishogakusha University; and (6) acting
as representative recipients for publications of the Kanbun

Instruction and Research Advancement Office.

« Willy Vande Walle (Belgium, Catholic University of
Leuven)

* Aldo Tollini (Italy, Ca’ Foscari University)

» Judit Arokay (Germany, University of Heidelberg)
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* Szabé Baldzs (Hungary, E6tvés Lordnd University)

* Agnieszka Umeda (Poland, University of Warsaw)

* Wang Baoping (China, Zhejiang Gongshang University)

* Shyu Shingching (Taiwan, National Taiwan University)

* Sirimonporn Suriyawongpaisal (Thailand, Chulalongkorn
University)

* Nguyen Thi Oanh (Vietnam, Institute of Han-Nom

Studies)

(4) Research fellows and assistants are no longer directly
affiliated to the Advancement Office and are artached to the
Institute for Asian Studies.

It is envisaged that there will be two research fellows. This
system, taking over the character of research fellows under
the COE program, will support postgraduate students writing
a doctoral thesis due to be completed in one or two years.
Taking into account achievements under the COE Program,
priority will be given to a graduate student from Nishégakusha
University for one of the two positions, and it is hoped to give
priority to an overseas graduate student for the other position.

As a rule there will be three assistants. However, the
assistants from the Kanbun Instruction and Research Program
will be retained for the current year only with a view to
bringing to completion the Kanbun Database that was started
under the COE Program, and there will be six assistants in all.
The previous year’s assistants at the Institute for Asian Studies
have requested one year’s extension, which was recognized
under the old regulations, and it is planned to appoint them
after gaining the approval of the Operational Commitree.

It is planned to have a number of visiting researchers, and
they will be appointed in accordance with the newly revised

regulations for visiting researchers.

3. Public Lecture Courses, etc.

In the interim assessment of the COE Program thar was
carried out by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sporrs,
Technology and Science at the end of two years we were
strongly advised to educate society about why kanbun is
necessary at the present time. Various methods for doing so are
conceivable, but in view of the university’s convenient location
in Kudan, we have been carrying out educational activities
through the method of actively holding public lecture courses.
In the current year it is planned to hold the following courses,

although the lecturers for some of them remain undecided.

(1) Special courses
* Ishikawa Tadahisa (advisor), Makisumi Etsuko
(2) Graduate courses

* Takayama Setsuko, Machi Senjuro, Iso Mizue
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(3) Intensive course: undecided

(4) Special lecture meeting: undecided

4. Overseas Courses

The COE Program was initially started with the aim of
operating an international cencre for instruction and research.
Insofar that the activities of the Advancement Office carry
over from those of the COE Program, it is only natural that the
university will be expected to become a cornerstone of kanbun
instruction around the world and expand the training of young
researchers globally. By promoting the significance of research
making active use of kanbun materials in overseas graduate
courses in Japanese studies and providing the necessary
introductory and intermediate courses in reading kanbun, the
Advancement Office hopes to add further substance to its
educational activities. It goes withour saying that the overseas
courses will be conducted through close collaboration with

overseas coordinators appointed in the universities in question.

(1) Dispatch of instructors: Italy, Vietnam, Thailand,
Poland, and China
Instrucrors will be sent to graduate schools with
departments of Japanese language and literature, and as
well as explaining the significance of research from a new
perspective based on the utilization of kanbun materials,
they will, if necessary, conduct lectures about reading

kanbun.

(2) Internet-based courses: Italy, Germany, and Hungary
These are courses in reading kanbun that are conducted
in real time via the Internet. There are various kinds
of Internet-based courses at other universities too, but
courses directed overseas are fairly rare. These are a
distinctive feature of the Advancement Office and also of
Nishagakusha University.

(3) Support for kanbun courses in the regular curriculum at
universities where overseas courses are conducted.
Through (1) and (2) support will be given for including
kanbun courses in the regular curriculum. More
specifically, in addition to lectures we will support the
universities in setting examinations and assessing the
results. Through these activities there will be instances in
which we will be asked to act as vice-examiners for MLA.

theses.

(4) Workshops for overseas coordinators
Overseas coordinators are Japanologists in their respective
countries who incorparate kanbun materials in cheir
research activities. But although they may be able to

read kanbun, the truth of the matter is that they are
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troubled by a lack of know-how about how to teach
kanbun. Accordingly, we will hold workshops for overseas
coordinators at universities where overseas courses are
conducted and develop methods for teaching how to read

kanbun materials.

(5) Short-term courses for overseas students in Japan
It is planned to instruct overseas students majoring in
Japanese studies who are already in Japan in techniques
for reading kanbun. We have no track record in this
area, but wish to mention it as a furure task for the

Advancement Office.

5. Collection of Material and Preparation of Data for
Publication

When the COE Program was inaugurated, there was no
basic data on what sort of kanbun marerials existed in Japan.
There was thus an urgent need to collect data on kanbun
materials held by universities and libraries around Japan.
Basically, we have gathered daca from library catalogues,
created a database after having adapted this data to our own
format, and made the results public in one form or another.
The Advancement Office will continue this process, and
once the basic work has been provisionally completed, we will

continue to gradually add material.

(1) Collection of kanbun materials
The collection of basic data has been completed. There
remains the task of obraining additional material from

other universities and libraries.

(2) Input, accumulation, and publication of data
More than 44,000 items have been made public, and
since the database was launched it has been accessed
more than 32,000 times.

(3) Compilation of an “Explanatory Guide to Kanbun
Works”
We have already compiled and published a bibliographical
catalogue of the kanbun works collected under the COE
Program, and in the future a guide ro their content will
become necessary. The significance of such a publication

would be enormous.

6. Publications

The following publications were launched under the COE
Program. As regards the reports of research results, there is a
move to make them commercially available in the hope thar

they will be used as widely as possible.
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(1) Nihon Kanbungatku Kenkyit (annual)
(2) Sasha Tsazjin (biannual)

(3) Reports of research results (as required)

7. Consideration of Possibilities for Introducing Outside
Funds

As a result of reduced budgers and the worsening economy
in recent years, it has become difficult to obrtain research
funds from either public or private sources. Nonetheless, we
shall continue to gather information and consider possibilities
about providers to whom we could apply for funds for overseas
dissemination focusing on kanbun.

8. Yamada Hokoku Study Group

Yamada Hékoku (1805-77) was, as everybody knows, the
teacher of Mishima Chishii, the founder of Nishogakusha.
He is known as a Confucian who served Matsuyama domain
in Bitchii (present-day Takahashi city, Okayama prefecture)
and successfully reformed the domain’s administration and
finances. There are several groups devoted to the study of
Hokoku in his former hometown of Takahashi and the
surrounding area in Okayama prefecture, and rescarch activities
and acrivities aimed at publicly honouring his achievements are
thriving, but it seems that reading his all-important writings
is beyond these groups. Following a request made to people
associated with Nishogakusha University to explicate Hokoku's
writings, it is planned to hold monthly study meetings and
ultimately prepare and publish an annotated translation of
his writings as one of the Advancement Office’s projects. For
further details, reference should be made to the report by
Professor Makisumi Etsuko (chairperson of the study group) in
Sasho Tiajin 15.

9. Kiyohara Nobutaka Study Group

The Kiyohara Noburaka Study Group carries over the
activities of the monthly reading group for the Daxue tingchen,
which was run by the Early Modern and Modern Kanbun
Section of the COE Program. Kiyohara Nobutaka (1475-1550)
was a scholar who continued the Kiyohara family’s scholarship
on the interpretation of Chinese classics, and as well as
bringing together past scholarship in his capacity as head of the
leading family of specialists in Chinese classics, he assimilated
the Neo-Confucianism of the Song, Yuan, and Ming and
built the foundations for its development in the Edo period.
His scholarship ranged widely over Japanese and Chinese
works, with a great deal of material having survived, and in
particular the materials known as shamono have been repeatedly
transcribed down through the ages. In order ta grapple with
Nobutaka’s scholarship not only must ene carefully read these

transcripts, but it is also essential to carefully investigate various
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manuscripts in the form of lecture notes, verbatim reports, and
so on and to prepare basic materials for research, and this in
itself is a task that entails considerable difficulties. This study
group will publish its findings in the form of a series to be
published by Kyiiko Shoin, and the Daxue tingchen has already
been published. This year, following on from last year, the
group will continue working on the Zhongyong tingchen.

10. Participation in Overseas Workshops and Seminars

In recent years it has become popular to hold international
seminars on kanbun instruction, Sino‘_]apancsc medicine, etc.,
and we receive many requests for researchers affiliated to the
Advancement Office to attend such gatherings. In such cases,
it is our intention to respond positively to such requests and
send people to represent the university and present the results
of their day-to-day research.

In addition, we have up until now engaged in exchange
through research activities with Kansai University, which was
selected as a Global COE after our COE Program came to an
end, and it has been decided to engage in academic exchange
on the subject of “Private Schools of Chinese Learning in
the Modern Era,” starting from this year. The Advancement
Office views this as an opportunity to examine the raison
d’érre of Nishdgakusha, a representative modern privarte school
of Chinese learning, from a national perspective and further
promore it, and we intend to actively engage in these exchange

activities.
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On 11-12 May 2012 I attended the 4th annual conference
of the Society for Cultural Interaction in East Asia, held at
Korea University in Seoul, South Korea. The Society for
Cultural Interaction in East Asia was established in 2009 as
part of Kansai University’s Global COE Program, “Formation
of Education and Research Departments for East Asian
Cultural Interaction Studies” (2007-11), with its office at
Kansai University, and a conference is held annually, each
time at a different university. The 1st conference was held
on 27 June 2009 at Kansai University, the 2nd conference
on 7-8 May 2010 at National Taiwan University, and the
3rd conference on 7—-8 May 2011 at Central China Normal
University in Wuhan, and each conference was attended by
large numbers of participants from Japan, China, Taiwan,
Korea, North America, and elsewhere. I have been attending
since the st conference and presented papers at the Ist
conference (“Holding Kanbun Courses and Workshops at
Overseas Research Institutions for Japanese Studies”) and
the 2nd conference (“Interest in the North during the Kansei
Era”). I did not attend the 3rd conference, commemorating the
100th anniversary of the 1911 Revolution, but Kawabe Yatai
attended from Nishogakusha University.

The 4th conference was held under the direction of
conference chairman Ch'oe IKGwan, director of the Center for
Japanese Studies at Korea University, and in response to the
Great East Japan Earthquake on 11 March 2011 it took up the
topic of “Disasters and East Asia.” Korea University is a private
university originally founded as a law college under Japanese
rule in 1905, and it has a substantial campus located in the
superb surroundings of Anam-dong in Songbul-gu.

The conference began in the Centennial Memorial
Samsung Hall, and on the morning of the first day (11th,
Friday) addresses by the chairman, university president, and
representatives of the Japan Foundation and the Northeast
Asia History Foundation were followed by three keynote
lectures by Shimazono Susumu (University of Tokyo) on
“Japanese Buddhism and Public Space: From the Aum
Shinrikyd Incident,” Li Wenhai (Renmin University of China)



