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Looking Back on Five Years of “The Formation of ‘Knowledge’ in
Modern Japan through Kanbun Studies,” a MEXT-Supported Program
for the Strategic Research Foundation at Private Universities
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Machi Senjuro

“The Formation of ‘Knowledge’ in Modern Japan through
Kanbun Studies,” a MEXT-Supported Program for the Strategic
Research Foundation at Private Universities (SRF) that we have
been conducting for the past five years since its adoption on June
18, 2015, will conclude at the end of March 2020.

Previously, when Nishogakusha University’s project titled
“Establishment of World Organization for Kanbun Studies” was
adopted for the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Technology
and Science’s 21st Century COE Program (fiscal 2004-2008), I
participated as head of the Early Modern and Modern Kanbun
Section and became sub-leader after the interim report. But in this
current project I bore the heavy responsibility of lead researcher.

“Kanbun Studies” in the name of the present project refers
broadly to learning based on kanbun, or written Chinese. Generally,
it tends to be thought that during the nineteenth century “kanbun
studies” yielded to “Western studies” and fell into decline. But in
actual fact it could be said that, with the development of a modern
education system, in the area of scholarship it was reborn as
Chinese studies and Oriental studies, while in the area of education
kanbun was reorganized alongside “Japanese” as a subject related
to language and morals and so spread. Furthermore, this system of
scholarship and education also had an influence on the countries of
East Asia. Therefore, we thought that by examining diachronically
and multifacetedly the process whereby “kanbun studies” was
dismantled and reorganized into scholarship and education, we
would like to explore distinctive features of and issues in the
modernization of Japan and East Asia from the vantage point of
“kanbun studies.” This was the project’s research task that we set
ourselves when making the initial application.

In order to accomplish this task, we established three pillars—
(1) advancement of research on Japanese kanbun studies through
an international research network, (2) dissemination of all kinds
of information about Japanese kanbun studies, and (3) training of
researchers in the field of Japanese kanbun studies—and we have
been pushing the project forward in line with these three pillars.

With regard to (1) advancement of research on Japanese kanbun
studies through an international research network, we have held
symposiums and workshops, in some years as many as one per
month, and have made every effort to build a research network
by inviting researchers from within and without Japan or having
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program members attend symposiums, etc., elsewhere. Details of
individual symposiums will be omitted for lack of space, but there
were numerous instances in which these activities developed into
exchange agreements with other universities, research institutes,
and local government bodies, including Pusan National University’s
Institute of Jeompil-jae, Sungkyunkwan University, Zhengzhou
University, Ludong University, Chinese Culture University’s
Institute of East Asian Humanities and Social Sciences, Bordeaux
Montaigne University, and Kurashiki City. I am proud of the
fact that our project was able to contribute to Nishogakusha
University’s engagement with internationalization.

With regard to (2) dissemination of all kinds of information
about Japanese kanbun studies, in order to expand the “Kanbun
Bibliographical Database” built at the time of the adoption
of the 21st Century COE Program we undertook the digital
photographing of kanbun materials and bibliographical
investigations and built and made public the “Image Database for
Chinese Learning in Japan.” These activities have been recognized,
leading to a request from Shandong University to cooperate in its
“Project to Combine Chinese Books around the World,” and it
has been provisionally decided that after the conclusion of the SRF
program the Research Center for Kanbun Studies at Nishogakusha
University, which will take over the program’s activities, will be
charged with undertaking research for this project from April 2020.

In addition, we unearthed some important unpublished
materials related to kanbun studies and published them with
the aim of making them available to researchers. These included
the series Collected Materials on Modern Japanese Kanbun Studies
(Sawai Tsuneshird’s Keigakusha Hiraga Shinmin sensei, Kakimura
Shigematsu’s Shonan zasso, Kato Toranosuke’s Shuraikys chiso ongi
kokan sosetsu, and Kinoshita Hyo’s Kokubu Seigai to Meiji Taishi
Showa no kanshikai), the series Photofacsimile Reproductions of
Modern Japanese Kanbun Studies (Hiraga Chunan’s Shunji shisen
and Kawata Go's Okg bunks), and the Ohara Kanzan Anthology.

As an example of how the editing and publishing of materials by
our project has been assessed, I would like to make special mention
of the fact that A Biographical Dictionary of Japanese Physicians:
Utsuki Kondais “Nihon Ifu,” edited and published together with
the Japan Association of Inner Scripture Medicine and the Medical
History Research Department of Kitasato University Oriental
Medicine Research Center, was awarded the Yakazu Medical
History Award at the 2019 Annual Congress of the Japanese
Society for the History of Medicine.

Materials seem to attract more materials, and during the
course of the project materials purchased with project funds and
materials donated or deposited increased. Very broadly speaking,
the materials held by the Institute for East Asian Studies doubled
when compared with the time of the 21st Century COE Program.
We set about sorting through these materials and endeavoured to
disseminate information about them by making our findings public
in the form of exhibitions in Nishogakusha University’s exhibition
room and in exhibition catalogues (Exhibition of Newly Acquired
Materials: Aspects of Modern Kanbun Studies; Mishima Chiishii and
the Modern Age, 6: Modern Japan and Scholars of Chinese Learning
from Okayama; The 150th Anniversary of the Meiji Restoration:
Kanbun Studies in the Modern Era—Learning from the Meiji Spirit;
Léon de Rosny and Oriental Studies in 19th-Century Europe; and
Onuma Chinzan, Onuma Kakurin, and Nagai Kafir's “Shitaya
Sowa”).

As for (3) training of researchers in the field of Japanese kanbun
studies, we gained the cooperation of Ishikawa Tadahisa and Sato
Tamotsu (both advisors to Incorporated Educational Institution
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Nishogakusha and SRF collaborators) and, starting in fiscal 2016,
held open lectures on Sinitic prose and poetry of the modern
period for high school teachers and young academics. In some years
as many as sixty people attended the lectures.

In addition, in fiscal 2016 we organized with the cooperation
of Professor Wang Baoping (SRF program member) and funding
support from the Japan Foundation an advanced seminar on
“Japanese Kanbun Studies” for Chinese university teachers at
Zhejiang Gongshang University, hosted jointly by the SRF program
and the School of Oriental Languages and Cultures, Zhejiang
Gongshang University. In the first year we were unable to send
any lecturers because the movements of foreigners in the area were
restricted on account of the G20 Summit being held in Hangzhou,
but the following year Makizumi Etsuko, Tanaka Masaki, and
myself went as lecturers from the SRF program and gave lectures
on kanbun studies to about thirty attendees. Thereafter we
continued holding these seminars until fiscal 2019, moving the
venue to Shaoxing University and then to Zhongyuan University
of Technology. Quite a number of attendees subsequently came to
study at Nishogakusha University’s Graduate School, thus showing
that this program was effective in informing people in China about
teaching and research at Nishogakusha University.

Further, with the aim of producing a textbook for kanbun
studies that could serve as teaching material, we published the
Lecture Series on Modern Japan and Kanbun Studies in 8 volumes.
Almost all of the project members, from program members to
research assistants, contributed to this publication, which includes
not only articles but also many stand-alone columns so as to make
its contents accessible to beginners. We hope that youthful readers
will evince even a small interest in kanbun studies.

Young academics in the SRF program (research fellows,
research supporters, research assistants) built up many academic
achievements during these five years and developed as researchers.
Quite a number obtained doctorates during the course of the
project, and I would like to make special mention of the fact that,
when compared with the time of the 21st Century COE Program,
we produced many more academics who are now active in research
positions at universities and research institutes in Japan and abroad.
We are confident that the project’s goal of “training researchers in
the field of Japanese kanbun studies” was achieved.

Looking back, we encountered numerous difficulties. Special
Professor Oshima Akira, who it was hoped at the time of the
application for the project would be active as a central member
and on whom I counted a great deal, fell ill and passed away, while
Professor Takayama Setsuya, Noma Fumichika (specially invited
professor), and Inada Atsunobu (specially invited professor) retired
partway through the project. But as lead researcher I am delighted
to have been able to successfully bring the project to a conclusion
with the support of many program members within and without
the University, starting with Makizumi Etsuko (head of Scholarship
Section), Et6 Shigehiro (head of Education Section), and
Yamaguchi Tadayoshi (head of Modern Literature Section), as well
as Mito Hidenori, chairman of the board of directors, and many
others associated with the Incorporated Educational Institution
and the University, and T wish to extend my thanks once again to
everyone who cooperated in the project.

The seeds that were sown by the 21st Century COE Program
are gradually blossoming and bearing fruit as a result of the SRF
project. We intend to continue various activities related to kanbun
studies with a view to achieving further growth, and I ask everyone
concerned for their continuing understanding and cooperation.
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Makizumi Etsuko

The fields of scholarship necessary when establishing the
significance of kanbun studies in modern Japan are wide-ranging.
Since we are dealing with the modern period in Japan, first of
all Japanese studies serves as an important base, and since we are
dealing with the modern period, a perspective for understanding in
historical terms the major transitional period from premodern to

modern times is required.

Next, since we are talking about “kanbun studies” in modern
Japan, it is necessary to delineate the actualities of kanbun studies
in Japan and in the modern period. In this case, as well as defining
kanbun studies, the recognition that it is a special discipline in
which Japanese studies and Chinese studies are merged is required.

Further, the system of scholarship in which we find ourselves
today is one that developed in the modern period and has
undergone further changes since then. In order to examine the
modern period’s system of “knowledge” within today’s system
of scholarship, an understanding of the substance of earlier
“knowledge” and “scholarship” is required. In other words, the
topic of “The Formation of ‘Knowledge’ in Modern Japan through
Kanbun Studies” could also be said to have been a process of
reflecting on the totality of our own knowledge.

Among these wide-ranging fields, the Scholarship Section
undertook both specific and general investigations, especially in the
area of scholarship related to kanbun studies.

In the first year, the SRF international symposium “Chinese
Learning and Education in Modern East Asia: Thinking about
Modern Education in East Asia from Kurashiki in Bitcha,”
organized chiefly by the Education Section, was held in Kurashiki,
and members of the Scholarship Section also presented some
papers. Thereafter, Machi Senjuro, Tanaka Masaki, and Makizumi
were invited as lecturers from the SRF to lecture meetings
hosted by Kurashiki City, while the Kurashiki Tourism Section
participated in Conferences on Memorial Halls for Scholars of
Chinese Learning hosted by the SRE and a cooperative relationship
was formed between Nishogakusha University and Kurashiki City.

In fiscal 2015, we undertook investigations of Léon de Rosny’s
collection of Chinese books at Lille City Library in France, where
they are now housed, and these investigations continued until fiscal
2018. The findings of these investigations were presented at “The
Circulation of Knowledge between Asia and Europe at the Time
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of Léon de Rosny,” an international symposium commemorating
the 150th anniversary of the Meiji Restoration held at the
University of Lille on October 10-12, 2018, and hosted by the
University of Lille together with the SRF, and at “Léon de Rosny
and Oriental Studies in 19th-Century Europe,” a lecture meeting
and symposium held at Nishogakusha University on 13—14 July,
2019, and cohosted by the Nishogakusha University Humanities
Association and the SRE

In fiscal 2016, the results of a study of Hiraga Shinmin, a
Confucian scholar from Mihara in Aki, were published as Hiraga
Chiinan’s Shunjii Shisen (vol. 1 of Photofacsimile Reproductions of
Modern Japanese Kanbun Studies) and Sawai Tsuneshiros Keigakusha
Hiraga Shinmin Sensei (vol. 1 of Collected Materials on Modern
Japanese Kanbun Studies) by Noma Fumichika and Inada Atsunobu,
respectively (both published by the SRF). On March 18, 2017, a
lecture meeting on “The World of Hiraga Shinmin” was held at
Mihara Central Community Centre by Nishogakusha University’s
SREF together with the Mihara Board of Education and attracted a
large audience.

Further, through academic exchange with European researchers
of Japanese kanbun studies, such as Kiri Paramore (associate
professor, Leiden University) and Eddy Dufourmont (associate
professor, Bordeaux Montaigne University), at, for example,
the symposium “The Modernization of East Asia and Chinese
Learning,” held on February 11, 2017, at Paris Diderot University,
and at a workshop on modern kanbun studies held on February
28, 2018, at Bordeaux Montaigne University we learnt about the
current thriving state of research on the Mengzi in Europe, and
this led to “New Developments in the Image of the Mengzi in the
21st Century,” a symposium cohosted by a joint research project
of the Institute for East Asian Studies and the SRF on June 22-23,
2019, at Nishogakusha University to which Dufourmont and other
researchers from both Japan and overseas were invited. Another
important yield of the five-year project was the building of a global
network of overseas researchers and research institutes.

In December 2019, the publication of the Lecture Series on
Modern Japan and Kanbun Studies (8 vols.) began. Members of the
Scholarship Section wrote articles based on the latest knowledge
reflecting five years of research results for vol. 1 (The Perspective of
Kanbun Studies) and vol. 4 (Kanbun Studies and Scholarship and the
Arts) in particular.

The Scholarship Section produced many other research results,
including symposiums held jointly with Shanghai Normal
University (2016), Dalian University (2017), Beijing International
Studies University (2017), and Ludong University (2017), activities
related to study groups such as the Yamada Hokoku Study Group
and Mishima Chuasha Study Group, and the research results of
individual program members, but details will be omitted for
lack of space. Reference may be made to the Lecture Series on
Modern Japan and Kanbun Studies, the SRF’s webpage (https://
www.nishogakusha-kanbun.net/srf/index.html), and a “Report
of Research Results” of the MEXT-Supported Program for the
Strategic Research Foundation at Private Universities (due to be
uploaded in about May 2020).

Looking back over five years of activities, I will lastly mention
two points that I wish to emphasize in particular. The first
concerns the level of classical studies (Chinese studies and kanbun
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studies) in Japan when viewed from a global perspective. Sinology,
which sees China as an alien culture and analyzes it from new
perspectives, is a discipline originating in Europe, but Sinology as
a branch of classical studies finds itself in the doldrums in Europe
today. In China, on the other hand, the state as a whole has been
encouraging the revival of national learning. But the level of
classical studies in Japan, built up over a long period of time, is still
superior to that in China. A background factor in this is probably
that Chinese studies in Japan has combined both kanbun studies
and Sinology even as they have rebelled against each other.

The second point concerns the effects of collaboration with
other fields. The various entities with which the SRF project has
hosted events have included both academic organizations and
ordinary organizations, and even in the case of academic disciplines
they have included many groups that might seem to be similar
but are different, such as Sinitic literature, the history of Japanese
thought, and the study of cultural interaction. This experience
has taught us that a particular word or concept subtly changes its
meaning, depending on the period or organization. I believe that
we may have been able to verify with a real sense of understanding
that, against the background of the demands of the period and
reality, scholarship changes its form in various ways but continues
nonetheless to exist autonomously of others with its own distinctive
values.

Lastly, I wish to take this opportunity to express my thanks to
all those who have cooperated in the activities of the Scholarship
Section during the past five years.
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The Education Section made the evidential investigation and
analysis of kanbun instruction in secondary and tertiary education
in modern Japan its main topic of research. Taking into account
the character of kanbun instruction up until the early modern
period, we endeavoured to investigate and analyze, with a focus
on the field of education, the actualities of Chinese learning in
modern Japan, which from the modern period onwards developed
with a division of roles between academic research and instruction.
Specific topics that were investigated included (1) private schools
of Chinese learning, which were responsible for kanbun instruction
up until the early modern period, and secondary and tertiary
educational institutions under the modern education system, (2)
kanbun textbooks used in the modern school education system,
and (3) the actualities of kanbun instruction in the area of entrance
examinations during the Showa era. There follows an overview of
the research results for each topic.

First, with regard to (1), we visited the former sites of private
schools of Chinese learning that had been discontinued, and we
also conducted investigations of educational institutions that
were originally domanial schools or private schools for Chinese
learning, for girls, for Western learning, for foreign languages,
for religious education, and so on. In our investigations of the
latter, in particular, we were able to obtain personal information
about several kanbun instructors employed mainly at secondary
educational institutions. Among these, we learnt of concrete
examples of graduates of Nishogakusha soon after its founding (in
the second decade of the Meiji era) who were employed as kanbun
instructors. It could be said that through these investigations we
were able to conduct evidential investigations and analyses about
the subsequent careers of people who had studied at private schools
of Chinese learning at a time when the modern school education
system was being established and about the types of expression that

they left behind.

Next, with regard to (2), Kato Kuniyasu published Series 3 of A4
Collection of Meiji Kanbun Textbooks and Explanatory Remarks and
General Index (Sept. 2015). In content, the main focus is on the
history of kanbun instruction at girls schools, middle schools, and
normal schools and the investigation and collection of textbooks,
and secondary-school kanbun instruction during the period is also
discussed. As a result of this Collection of Meiji Kanbun Textbooks
reliable basic texts have been provided in the area of kanbun
textbooks, an area in which comprehensive basic materials had
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until now tended to be lacking.

Lastly, with regard to (3), we mainly collected materials from
the Showa prewar and postwar periods relating to Keisetsu Jidai
(formerly known as Juken Junps), a magazine for examination
candidates, and by doing so we were able to shed light on some
aspects of the realities of kanbun instruction for examination
candidates in the Showa prewar period, about which there has been
little discussion. By this means we endeavoured to reconsider the
position of kanbun instruction.

The above represents the results in the main areas that we
investigated and analyzed, but we were also able to pursue much
related research on the basis of various investigations conducted by
the Education Section. For example, we were able to touch on the
relationship between Chinese learning and industrialists involved
in developing modern educational institutions, and we were also
able to examine “Introductions to Literature” as one example
showing how the sphere of Chinese learning was climinated in the
teaching of literature in higher education in modern Japan. I also
wish to add that at the Conferences on Memorial Halls for Scholars
of Chinese Learning, which began in fiscal 2017, reports on their
investigations were presented by members of the Education Section
and personal networks were extended in the course of exchanges
with many secondary and tertiary educational institutions,
and these proved extremely helpful not only for furthering our
investigations and research but also when holding and attending
various symposiums.

Further, in the Lecture Series on Modern Japan and Kanbun
Studies (8 vols.) published in 2019-20, we were able to include a
great number of studies in the volumes Kanbun Studies and Private
Schools of Chinese Learning (vol. 2), edited by Eto, and Kanbun
Studies and Education (vol. 5), edited by Et6 and Kato, and this too
may be noted as an important achievement.
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Yamaguchi Tadayoshi

The research topic of the Modern Literature Section has been
“The Reception of Kanbun Studies in the General Education of
Men of Letters: With a Focus on Natsume Soseki.” Yamaguchi
Tadayoshi was in charge of this research project, in which research
assistants Abe Kazumasa, Yang Shuang, and Izuhara Junsei also
participated, and we collaborated with the Scholarship and
Education Sections as appropriate.

The role of Chinese learning in the case of writers of the modern
period who wrote under the overwhelming influence of the West
has tended to be overlooked. By focusing on Yoda Gakkai, Tayama
Katai, Natsume Soseki, and Onishi Kyojin, four writers who
were active at different times, our research aimed to understand
individual characteristics while also delineating typical examples
of a general education in each generation (fiscal 2015-2019). In
addition, we investigated trends in columns for original Sinitic
poems in regional newspapers (newspapers not held by the
National Diet Library, such as the Niigata Mainichi Shinbun and
Twate Mainichi Shinbun) and endeavoured to gain a grasp of the
vicissitudes of kanbun studies in broad perspective (fiscal 2018—
2019).

With regard to Natsume Soseki, we focused on his period of
study at Nishogakusha, a private school of Chinese learning,
and ascertained the fact that during the transitional period when
the education system was being modernized Chinese learning
was still entrenched as the basis of a general education. Abe and
Yamaguchi undertook investigations of the Soseki Collection at
Tohoku University Library (with a focus on Chinese books; fiscal
2015-2017) and recorded marginalia and so on found in Soscki’s
books. Taking the results of our investigations into account,
we held a symposium on “Soseki in the Kanbun Context” at
Nishogakusha University on March 11-12, 2017. There were eight
speakers—Saitd6 Mareshi, Kitagawa Fukiko, Goyama Rintaro,
Makizumi Etsuko (March 11), Abe Kazumasa, It6 Kaori, Fujimoto
Akitsugu, and Kidoura Toyokazu (March 12)—and topics such
as the position of Soscki’s Sinitic poems in the history of Japanese
literature and the influence of Chinese learning on his creative
writing were examined from different angles. The symposium’s
proceedings were brought together in Yamaguchi Tadayoshi,
ed., Soseki in the Kanbun Context (Kanrin Shobo, March 2018),
which also included an article by Noami Mariko in addition
to contributions by the speakers at the symposium. Abe also
published “The Transformation of ‘Literature’ in Nowaki: From
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Self-Cultivation to Anguish” (Bungaku, Gogaku 222, May 2018).

Yang was in charge of research on Yoda Gakkai and clarified
the multifaceted realities of Gakkai’s Sinitic writings (fiscal 2015—
2017). In “From Biographies to Kanbun Fiction: The Method of
Adapting the Meika Ryakuden Seen in Yoda Gakkai’s Tankai” (Nisho
31, March 2017), “Who Is the Writer of Kanbun Vernacular
Novels ‘Shafa Dojin’?: One Aspect of Yoda Gakkai’s Creative
Activities” (Jinbun Ronsoc 99, Oct. 2017), and elsewhere Yang
identified the source materials of Gakkai’s writings and showed how
he altered his modes of expression depending on the period and the
publishing medium. Yang’s series of studies was brought together
in her doctoral thesis titled “A Study of Yoda Gakkai: With a Focus
on Kanbun-style Novels” (Nishogakusha University, fiscal 2017).

Izuhara was in charge of research on Tayama Katai and set
about elucidating his early creative activities (fiscal 2018-2019).
He investigated materials in his own hand at the Tayama Katai
Memorial Museum of Literature and traced the shift from a kanbun
style of writing to a more colloquial style in his travel writings. His
findings were brought together in an article included in Kanbun
Studies and Modern Literature, to be mentioned below.

With regard to Onishi Kyojin, we continued with “A Basic Study
of Contemporary Literary and Art Movements: With a Focus on
Onishi Kyojin” (fiscal 2014-2016), a joint research project of the
Institute for East Asian Studies, Nishogakusha University, and
undertook an investigation of Kyojin’s library of about 11,000
books, etc. We compiled a bibliography that records Kyojin’s
marginalia, inserts, underlines, etc., in addition to bibliographical
data such as title, publisher, etc., and as well as tracing the course
of his education, we also explored its relationship with his creative
writing. The results of these investigations were brought together in
Yamaguchi Tadayoshi, ed., Onishi Kyojin: Literature and Revolution
(Kanrin Shob6, March 2018), which consists of a bibliography,
explanatory remarks on important works in Onishi Kyojin’s
library, and essays on specific topics. In addition, Onishi’s critical
essays not included in other books were brought together under
the title A Synthesist of History: A Collection of Onishi Kyojin’s
Unpublished Critical Writings (Genki Shobo, Nov. 2017), compiled
by Ishibashi Masataka, Hashimoto Ayumi, and Yamaguchi
Tadayoshi. In September 2019, materials including manuscripts
of Sacred Comedy, etc., and correspondence were deposited with
Nishogakusha University, and we began investigating them. An
outline of the materials was shown at an exhibition titled “The
Author Onishi Kyojin: A Trajectory of ‘All-out Effort’,” held
from February 4 to March 14, 2020 (Nishogakusha University’s
exhibition room and Information Space in Building of Tokyo
Association of Dealers in Old Books), and an illustrated catalogue
was compiled. Yamaguchi also published several other studies,
including “The Other, or “This Person’: What Sata Ineko Meant
for Onishi” (Nihon Kindai Bungakukan Nenshi: Shiryo Tansaku 13,
March 2018).

In the Lecture Series on Modern Japan and Kanbun Studies (8
vols.; Ebisu Kosho Shuppan), the Modern Literature Section was
in charge of vol. 6, Kanbun Studies and Modern Literature (fiscal
2019). This volume, which reevaluates the work of thirteen writers,
ranging from Yoda Gakkai to Onishi Kyojin, from the perspective
of their connections with Chinese learning and kanbun studies,
is without parallel, and its contents are a fitting result of our final
year.
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In the above, I have summarized the activities of the Modern
Literature Section. We were able to confirm that on the one
hand, as the position of Chinese learning changed from being the
mainstay of a general education to becoming just one part of it,
the ways in which it was assimilated in creative writing began to
change, while on the other hand it had links between ideas and
modes of expression. In this respect our individual research projects
were organically interrelated, and as a whole we were, I believe, able
to produce satisfactory results.
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Machi Senjuro

On the assumption that “kanbun studies,” which generally tends
to be thought to have yielded to “Western studies” and fallen into
decline during the nineteenth century, was, with the development
of a modern education system, actually reborn in the area of
scholarship as Chinese studies and Oriental studies, while in the
area of education kanbun was reorganized alongside “Japanese”
as a subject related to language and morals and so spread, and,
furthermore, this system of scholarship and education also had
an influence on the countries of East Asia, the research topic of
the SRF has been to examine diachronically and multifacetedly
the process whereby “kanbun studies” was dismantled and
reorganized into scholarship and education. The East Asia Section
has conducted its research activities with a particular focus on
exploring distinctive features of and issues in the modernization of
East Asia from the vantage point of “kanbun studies” and by this
means we have built a network of researchers of kanbun studies
in East Asia and have disseminated information about research on
kanbun studies at Nishogakusha University. Our main activities
and achievements have been as follows.

1. Presentations at International Conferences
Participation in and presentations at annual meetings of the
Society for Cultural Interaction in East Asia (for details, see
previous issues of Soshotsujin).
7th annual meeting
“Responsibility for a Cooperative ‘East Asian Era: A Cultural
Interaction Approach”
May 9-10, 2015
Social Welfare Center, Kaiseimachi, Kanagawa prefecture
8th annual meeting
“A New Path for East Asian Cultural Interaction Studies”
May 7-8, 2016
Centenary Memorial Hall, Senriyama Campus, Kansai
University
9th annual meeting
“A Global Perspective on the Past and the Movement of
Knowledge in East Asia”
May 13-14, 2017
Institute for Global History, Beijing Foreign Studies University
10th annual meeting
“Maritime East Asia: Network, Exchanges, and Mobilities”
May 12-13, 2018
Joseph Lee Hall, 3rd floor of Li Dak Sum Yip Yio Chin
Academic Building, City University of Hong Kong
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11th annual meeting
“Moving Knowledges in East Asia and Beyond—Global
Networks in the History of Science and Technology”
May 11-12, 2019
Friedrich-Alexander University of Erlangen-Nuremberg

Participation in and presentations at annual conferences of the
East Asian Consortium of Japanese Studies (for details, see previous
issues of Soshotsujin).
1st conference

December 1, 2016

Songdo Convention Centre (Incheon, Korea)

Panel: “The Possibilities of East Asian Joint Research on Kanbun

Studies in the Modern Era: Nishogakusha University’s Approach”
2nd conference

October 28-29, 2017

Nankai University (Tianjin, China)

Panel: “Remote Regions and Kanbun Studies in 19th-Century

Japan”
3rd conference

October 26-28, 2018

International Research Center for Japanese Studies and Kyoto

Research Park (Kyoto, Japan)

Panel: “Kanbun Textbooks Used in Prewar Japan, Taiwan, and

Korea”
4th conference

November 1-3, 2019

Howard Civil Service International House, National Taiwan

University (Taipei, Taiwan)

Panel: “The Significance of Kanbun Studies in the Current of

Global Studies: The Example of Taiwan in the Early Modern

and Modern Period”

2. Symposiums, Workshops, and Academic Exchange
Meetings Cohosted with Mainly East Asian Universities
and Research Institutes
Fiscal 2015
+ SRF international symposium
“Sinographic Culture and Communication: Written Conversations,
Modern Art, and Images”
October 30
School of Oriental Languages and Cultures (room 202),
Zhejiang Gongshang University
+ SRF international symposium
“The Origins of the Education System in East Asia and Kanbun
Studies: The Foundations of the Modern Education Systems in
Japan and Taiwan”
March 29-30
Meeting room in Howard Civil Service International House
(National Taiwan University) and conference room in
Department of East Asian Studies, Cheng Building 7F, National
Taiwan Normal University
Fiscal 2016
+ Symposium hosted by PNU Institute of Jeompil-jae together
with SRF
“Translating Works of Moral Cultivation in East Asia and the
Logic of a Turning Point in Civilizations”
July 14-15
Miryang Campus, Pusan National University

International symposium hosted by SRF together with Institute
of Chinese Classical Studies, Shanghai Normal University
“ Kanbun Studies and Textual Research in Modern East Asia”
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December 25
Meeting room in New Liberal Arts Building, Shanghai Normal
University

* SRF symposium
“The Modernization of East Asia and Chinese Learning”
February 11
Grands Moulins, Bldg. C, 4F, room 479, Paris Diderot
University

Fiscal 2017

+ International symposium cohosted by SRF and Faculty of
Literature
“The Current State of Faculties of Literature: Higher Education
in East Asia—Literature, Foreign Languages, and Classical and
Confucian Studies”
July 8
Kudan Campus, Bldg. 1, 2F classroom 202, Nishogakusha
University

+ International academic exchange meeting between SRF and
Sungkyunkwan University
“Kanbun Studies as East Asian Studies: On Mutual Research
between the Two”
September 21
Kudan Campus, Bldg. 1, 5E classroom 507, Nishogakusha
University

International academic exchange meeting between SRF and
Zhengzhou University
September 22
Chusha Memorial Hall, Bldg. 1, Kudan Campus, Nishogakusha
University
+ International academic exchange meeting between SRF and
Dankook University
January 15
Kudan Campus, Bldg. 1, 11F, meeting room, Nishogakusha
University
Fiscal 2018
+ Workshop cohosted by SRF and Academia Sinica
“The Dissemination and Circulation of Kznbun Culture in East
Asia”
July 21
Kudan Campus, Bldg. 1, 2F classroom 201, Nishogakusha
University
« International workshop cohosted by SRF and City University of
Hong Kong
“Reconsidering Japanese Kanbun: A Workshop for the Critical
Analysis of Literary Sinitic in Japan”
September 14-15
City University of Hong Kong
+ International symposium cohosted by SRF and Zhejiang
University
“Human Mobility and the Circulation of Medical and Scientific
Knowledge in East Asia (16th-19th Centuries)”
December 7
Kudan Campus, Bldg. 4, 6F, classroom 4061, Nishogakusha
University
+ Workshop cohosted by SRF and Academia Sinica
“The Dissemination and Circulation of Images of East Asian
Culture”
February 25
Institute of Chinese Literature and Philosophy, Academia Sinica,
Bldg. 2, meeting room

Some of these activities led to exchange agreements with overseas
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universities and research institutes, including Pusan National
University’s Institute of Jeompil-jae, Sungkyunkwan University,
Zhengzhou University, Ludong University, and Chinese Culture
University’s Institute of East Asian Humanities and Social Sciences.
Together with the advanced seminars on “Japanese Kanbun Studies”
hosted jointly with the School of Oriental Languages and Cultures,
Zhejiang Gongshang University, the holding of these symposiums
and workshops was, I believe, effective for internationalizing the
educational and research environment of Nishogakusha University
and disseminating information both in Japan and overseas
(primarily in East Asia).

Among the above, the proceedings of the international
symposium “The Current State of Faculties of Literature: Higher
Education in East Asia—Literature, Foreign Languages, and
Classical and Confucian Studies,” cohosted by the SRF and Faculty
of Literature in fiscal 2017, were published under the title 7he
Realities of Faculties of Literature and the Humanities in East Asia,
and the proceedings of the international workshop “Reconsidering
Japanese Kanbun: A Workshop for the Critical Analysis of Literary
Sinitic in Japan,” cohosted by the SRF and City University of
Hong Kong in fiscal 2018, were published under the title 7he Scope
of Japanese Kanbun Studies: Its Methods, Achievements, and Potential.

In addition, since April 2018 a study group, made up of Wang
Baoping (professor, Nishogakusha University, & SRF program
member), Saté Tamotsu (adviser to the Incorporated Educational
Institution Nishogakusha & SRF collaborator), Nishogakusha
University graduate students, young academics from outside the
university, and myself has been convening about twice a month to
read the Okéchi Documents, the voluminous records of written
conversations held with Chinese by Okochi Teruna and other
Japanese in the first part of the Meiji era, using as our text Wang
Baoping, ed., Materials on Sino-Japanese Written Conversations
of the Late Qing Preserved in Japan: The Okochi Documents
(full colour photographic reproductions of originals). This study
group will continue to be held even after the conclusion of the
SREF project, and we plan to publish the conversations as we finish
reading them.
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Kamichi Koichi

Introduction

In the 21st Century COE Program (fiscal 2004-2008) I was
involved in building a Kanbun Database, and in the MEXT-
Supported Program for the Strategic Research Foundation at
Private Universities (SRF) I set about building an image database.
Called “Image Database for Chinese Learning in Japan,” it is a
database of images of Japanese kanbun and quasi-kanbun works and
other related materials held by Nishogakusha University, etc., and
in the following I wish to present an overall picture of the database.

Images Included in the Database

The image data was produced by photographing the materials
with a camera and then digitizing the photographs. The original
data is in full-colour TIFF format, 5760 dpi x 3840 dpi, but
because the Web server resources are too limited to be able to
display the images as they are, they have been converted to JPEG
format, with their quality reduced to 20%, and embedded with a
watermark in the form of Nishogakusha University’s logo. Because
the file sizes have been reduced and the quality dropped to the limit
where marginalia and so on are just legible, there are aspects of the
hues of the paper, smudges, and so on that have not been able to be
completely reproduced owing to degradation of the images.

Some materials have attached to them paper slips inscribed with
notes. On considering how to deal with these attached materials,
we initially built the system so as to include only photographs with
these attached materials removed because otherwise the database’s
structure would become too complex. But subsequently further
functions were added, and we have made it possible to switch
between images of everything that was photographed, such as
images with and without the slips and so on attached and images of
the slips themselves.

Licensing of Image Data

The licence for the data is extremely important when making
a database publicly accessible, and for users it is important that it
is an open licence. We looked at similar databases hosted by other
academic institutions and decided to go with the licence known as
Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0
International (CC BY-NC-SA 4.0). The images can be freely used
for non-commercial uses under the same licence as the original
works.

Database Front-end
When the top page of the database is accessed, a simple
description of the database is displayed together with a link to a list
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of the materials included in the database. There is a simple search
function for searching for individual titles, and when one drills
down the list and clicks on a title in the list, one is taken to a page
for viewing the images.

The basic image-viewing function of the front-end of the image-
viewer page has been implemented with JavaScript. The data is
viewed by manipulating the mouse to move through pages and
volumes, to change the magnification (zoom in and out), to rotate
the images, etc. The displayed images are simple JPEG image files
and can be reused as they are.

Amount of Accessible Data

The database contains about 1,000 pieces of material, with more
than 123,000 photographs in all, and the total amount of data
comes to about 80 GB.

Compliance with the IIIF

In the course of building the database, it was suggested that it
should perhaps be made to comply with the IITF (International
Image Interoperability Framework), an international standard for
digital archives. Thinking that compliance with the IIIF would
have great appeal as a means for allowing the data to be more
widely utilized, a Web service compliant with the IIIF, separate
from the main image database, was built on a virtual server making
use of a VPS service.

The database front-end provided for this project allows for
only a single image to be displayed at one time, but with a ITIF-
compliant viewer more advanced viewing, such as the simultaneous
comparison of several images, becomes possible. Furthermore, by
making the database accessible in conformity with an international
standard, it is hoped that the database will attract more users both
in Japan and overseas.

(This is a revised and restructured version of my section of the
paper “On Building the Tmage Database of Japanese Kanbun Texts
(Provisional Name)’,” presented at the 22nd Public Symposium on
“The Humanities and Databases.”)
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Yamaguchi Tadayoshi

It is a matter of great joy that we have today been able to
conclude an academic exchange agreement between the Institute
of East Asian Humanities and Social Sciences at Chinese Culture
University and the Institute for East Asian Studies at Nishogakusha
University. Chinese Culture University and Nishogakusha
University entered into a cooperative relationship in 2000. In
addition, ever since Nishogakusha University was accepted for the
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Technology and Science’s
21st Century COE Program in 2004, we have been greatly obliged
to Professor Xu Xingqing, president of Chinese Culture University,
for his special consideration right down to the present day, and I
sincerely thank him for this. Through today’s agreement, we hope
to make the relationship between the two universities even closer
and to strive for the development of academic research about East
Asia.

Since its founding in 1962, Chinese Culture University has
achieved remarkable growth. The fact that this university, one of
Taiwan’s leading universities, includes the word “Culture” in its
name is something for which we have profound respect. I have been
told that the university’s name, which was bestowed by President
Chiang Kaishek, continues in the present day Confucius’s ideals
of education in the six arts and the spirit of the traditional ideas of
etiquette and music. That students who have studied here possess
both a strong sense of morality and outstanding abilities and are
active in various fields such as politics, the economy, science, art,
and sport is, I surmise, the result of the unremitting efforts of all
of you who value “culture.” The approach of Chinese Culture
University, which practises admirably a form of education that
brings out the best of traditional ideals in the present day, provides
a fine model for us.

Nishogakusha University began as a private school of Chinese
learning that was opened in 1877 by Mishima Chasha, a scholar of
Chinese learning. He argued that striving to behave in a way that is
morally right and pursuing profit are unified on a higher plane. On
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the basis of Mishima’s thesis of the unity of morality and principle,
we hold up as the founding spirit of Nishogakusha University the
training of people who are self-disciplined, capable of guiding
others, and useful to the age in which they live. Nishogakusha
University sets a high value on continuing the scholarship of the
East, and the establishment of the Institute for East Asian Studies
was nothing other than a manifestation of this. I am convinced that
our goals are the same as those that Chinese Culture University
continues to pursue on the basis of its hitherto outstanding
achievements.

The position occupied by East Asia in world affairs is becoming
more important by the year. Studying East Asia’s past and present
will provide a foundation for stimulating its future growth. The
Institute of East Asian Humanities and Social Sciences at Chinese
Culture University was established with the aim of becoming
a centre for interdisciplinary research transcending disciplines,
universities, and countries. As well as paying tribute to these lofty
aspirations, we will do our utmost to cooperate so as to produce
plentiful results. Starting with tomorrow’s commemorative
symposium on “A New Horizon in the Study of East Asian
Humanities and Social Sciences: Converging Peoples, Cultures,
Thought, the Sea, and Economies,” I am now savouring anew the
emotion and responsibility associated with engaging with many
researchers and research institutes and opening up a forefront of
research.

In conclusion, I would like to offer my best wishes for the
future growth of the Institute of East Asian Humanities and Social
Sciences at Chinese Culture University and for the successful
endeavours of all of you engaged in East Asian studies. Thank you.

Note

The above is an edited version of my address given at the signing
ceremony for the academic exchange agreement between the
Institute of East Asian Humanities and Social Sciences, Chinese
Culture University, and the Institute for East Asian Studies,
Nishogakusha University, held on October 3 (Thurs.), 2019, at
Chinese Culture University.
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Signing ceremony for academic exchange agreement
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Hirasaki Shinsuke

On August 3, 2019, the 3rd Conference on Memorial Halls for
Scholars of Chinese Learning was held under the joint auspices
of Nishogakusha University’s SRF and the Trajectory [/Miracle]
of Yamada Hokoku Executive Committee with the support of
Kurashiki City.

Like the previous two conferences, this conference consisted
of two parts. Part I was a symposium on “Shibusawa Eiichi: His
Support for Education and Development of Human Resources,”
while Part II represented the conference proper and was followed
by a plenary discussion. There follows a report on the conference.

First T will list the titles of the presentations at the symposium
and of the papers presented at the conference (positions and titles

of speakers have been omitted).

Part I: Symposium
“Shibusawa Eiichi: His Support for Education and Development
of Human Resources”
Chairperson: Kimura Masato (Kanda University of International
Studies)
Opening address: Eto Shigehiro (Nishogakusha University)
Lecture 1, “‘Hitotsubashi Higher Commercial School’ and
Shibusawa Eiichi”
Tanaka Kazuhiro (Hitotsubashi University)
Lecture 2, “Japan Women’s College and Shibusawa Eiichi and
Others”
Ikawa Katsuhiko (Japan Women’s University)
Lecture 3, “The Shape of Resonances between Mishima Chasha
and Shibusawa Eiichi”
Machi Senjurd (Nishogakusha University)
Lecture 4, “On Yamada Hokoku and the Yamada Hokoku
Memorial Hall in Takahashi”
Yamada Atsushi (Yamada Hokoku Memorial Hall, Takahashi)
General discussion
Closing address: Machi Senjuré (Nishogakusha University)

Part II: 3rd Conference on Memorial Halls for Scholars of Chinese
Learning
“The Present State of and Issues for Memorial Halls for Scholars
of Chinese Learning”

Opening address: Makizumi Etsuko (Nishogakusha University)

Explanatory remarks: Machi Senjurd (Nishogakusha University)

Reports from various facilities

Plenary discussion

Closing address: Machi Senjuré (Nishogakusha University)
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In Part I, following the opening address by Eto Shigehiro, president
of Nishogakusha University, several lectures were given.

Lecture 1 dealt with Hitotsubashi Higher Commercial School
(present-day Hitotsubashi University), in the establishment of
which Shibusawa Eiichi (1840-1931) was involved, and the lecture
focused on aspects of Shibusawa as an industrialist. In content, it
was broadly divided into “support for education” and “development
of human resources.”

First, with regard to “support for education,” various topics were
discussed, including the relationship between the school’s founder,
Mori Arinori (1847-89), and Shibusawa, funding at the time of
the school’s founding, Shibusawa’s relationship as a member of
an external consultative committee, the reform of the curriculum
centred on commercial studies, advocacy of raising the school’s
status from Commercial School to College of Commerce, the
Shin’ya Incident (1908-09) and Shibusawa’s speech in response to
this incident, his speeches at graduation ceremonies, etc., and his
support of the alumni association and Josuikai.

Next, “development of human resources” was explained from
the twin aspects of the “soundness” and “vitality” of commerce as
propounded by Shibusawa. More specifically, it was reported that
through his advocacy of the unity of morality and the economy,
improvements in the social position of businessmen, the need
for a close connection between scholarship and praxis, and the
importance of commercial morals, Shibusawa sought “vitality” in
the economy until the school was raised to the status of a university
and, once it was certain that it would become a university, he
changed to advocating “soundness” of the economy.

Lastly, under the heading “Shibusawa Eiichi and Present-day
Hitotsubashi University,” the connections between Shibusawa and
the university in recent years were outlined with reference to a large
number of illustrative materials (e.g., donated lectures funded by
the Shibusawa Eiichi Memorial Foundation, Shibusawa research
projects at the university, and the Shibusawa scholars program in
the Faculty of Commerce). In conclusion, it was pointed out that it
is in the present-day university’s educational mission of producing
“captains of industry” and Hitotsubashi University Business
School’s mission statement of “leadership, innovation, integrity”
that one can find the unity of morals and the economy that was
propounded by Shibusawa in The Analects and the Abacus (Analects.
integrity; abacus: innovation, captains of industry, leadersip).

Lecture 2 focused on the relationship between Shibusawa and
Japan Women’s College (present-day Japan Women’s University).
As is indicated by the reference to “Shibusawa Eiichi and others”
in the title, this lecture focused on various people associated with
Japan Women’s College. Specific topics discussed included the
circumstances of the founding of Japan Women’s College, its
relationship with Shibusawa through Okuma Shigenobu (1838
1922), Shibusawa as a member of the founding committee and
a trustee of the college’s incorporated foundation, his donations,
Okuma’s and Shibusawa’s relations with Waseda University and
Japan Women’s College, matters relating to Inoue Kaoru (1836—
1915) and Shibusawa, Japan Women’s College after the death of
Naruse Jinzo (1858-1919), Shibusawa and the movement to have
the college’s status raised to that of a university, the movement
to have the college’s status raised and fund-raising, abandonment
of the idea of having the college’s status raised to that of a
university and Shibusawa’s appointment as third president, matters
concerning the fourth president, Inoue Hide (1875-1963), “good
wives and wise mothers” and career women, and the failure of the
college to be raised to the status of a university. In this fashion, new
topics not considered in the past were discussed.
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After a break, Lecture 3 took place. It discussed three main
points, starting with the relationship between Shibusawa and
Mishima Chuasha (1831-1919), the founder of Nisho Gakusha,
a private school of Chinese learning: (1) Mishima’s thesis of the
unity of morality and principle and Shibusawa’s theory of the
unity of morals and the economy; (2) the breaking down of the
predominance of the government over the people (modernization
imposed from above) and anti-Neo-Confucianism; and (3) the
transformation of Chinese learning in the modern period, Nisho
Gakusha, and Wang Yangming’s school.

More specifically, the following topics were discussed: points
in common between Shibusawa and Mishima (e.g., both were
born into wealthy farming families, both studied Chinese learning
and obtained warrior status through scholarship, etc., and both
supported the shogunate in the Bakumatsu period), points of
contact between Shibusawa and Mishima (e.g., Shibusawa asked
Mishima to write epitaphs for his wife and relatives and prefaces
for his publications, and Mishima asked Shibusawa to help his son
find employment), Shibusawa’s connections with Nisho Gakusha
(advisor to the Nisho Gikai, Nisho Gakusha’s reorganization as a
vocational school after Mishima’s death), Shibusawa’s support of
and involvement in the Association of Yangming Studies, Mishima’s
thesis of the unity of morality and principle, Shibusawa’s thesis of
the unity of morals and the economy and his advocacy of breaking
down the predominance of the government over the people, and
Mishima’s and Shibusawa’s Lectures on the Analects and Yasukawa
Keiichird (1849-1934).

In Lecture 4, after the speaker had been introduced by Nakanishi
Hiroyuki of Kurashiki City’s Tourism Section, a report was given
on Yamada Hokoku (1805-77) and the Yamada Hokoku Memorial
Hall that opened in Takahashi (Feb. 2019), where Hokoku was
active. In content, it dealt with Yamada Hokoku’s life, his reforms
of the domanial administration, his ideas, and so on, and materials
held by the Yamada Hokoku Memorial Hall were shown during
the lecture.

After each lecture a general discussion was held among the
speakers (details omitted).

The venue changed for Part II, and the 3rd Conference on
Memorial Halls for Scholars of Chinese Learning was held on the
topic of “The Present State of and Issues for Memorial Halls for
Scholars of Chinese Learning.” Following an opening address by
Makizumi Etsuko (dean of Faculty of Literature, Nishogakusha
University) and explanatory remarks by Machi Senjurd (professor,
Nishogakusha University), reports were presented by representatives
from several facilities. The facilities reported on and the speakers
were as follows:

e Asaka Gonsai Memorial Hall (And6 Tomoshige)

e Ashi Tozan Memorial Hall (Zhang Jishan)

* Kangien Education Research Centre (Yoshida Hiroshi)

¢ Takahashi Yamada Hokoku Memorial Hall (Yamada Atsushi)

Detailed reports were presented by each facility about their
operations, issues, and so on. Issues reported on included public
accessibility of materials held by each facility (image data) and the
development of search systems, methods of collecting materials to
prevent the loss of relevant materials, the problem of storage space,
modes of operation (management by local government body, out-
sourced management, etc.), and investment in new facilities. (On
the day, the representative from Yasui Sokken Memorial Hall was
unable to attend, and the handout was read instead by Professor
Machi.)

After the reports from each facility, a plenary discussion was
held. There follows a report on this discussion, interspersed with
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my own comments.

First, Yamaguchi Tomohiro of the National Archives of Japan,
who participated as an attendee, explained about the exhibits at
the National Archives. Specifically, he stated that currently six
exhibitions are held annually at the National Archives, that the
Cabinet Library holds many Japanese and Chinese books, that
exhibitions include no more than two or three Chinese books
(4-5%), and that Chinese books are difficult to deal with in the
framework of modern and contemporary history in which the
National Archives specializes. After the current situation had been
described in this way, it was suggested that one way of utilizing
Chinese books held by the National Archives might be to lend
materials to local government bodies and external institutions.

In contrast to this state of affairs, it was pointed out briefly
by Professor Machi that in present-day Chinese society large
budgets are being provided for Chinese books, Confucianism,
and Confucian studies. There were also some questions from the
floor regarding this point, and it was pointed out that in the field
of business management, too, articles about management ethics
centred on Confucianism have been increasing in recent years.
Mention was also made of “Confucian merchants,” and it was
pointed out that a Shibusawa Eiichi Centre has been established
at Central China Normal University in Wuhan, Hubei province.
There was also discussion of the fact that there is in contemporary
China a movement to reassess Confucianism and Confucian studies
in positive terms. It was added in a comment from the floor that
nowadays, as a reflection of these moves, associations for Chinese
poetry are being established in China.

The plenary discussion thus came to an end, and what was
striking at this 3rd Conference on Memorial Halls for Scholars of
Chinese Learning was issues carried over from the 2nd Conference
and points that were discussed anew on this occasion.

Issues carried over from the last conference were matters relating
to modes of operation and the collection, storage, and utilization
of materials, and it became clear that with regard to the situation
concerning Chinese books the problems were shared with a
national institution such as the National Archives. A new topic of
discussion was moves to reassess the treatment of Confucianism,
Confucian studies, and traditional Chinese books in contemporary
Chinese society, and this presents a striking contrast with the
situation in Japanese society.

It is important that each of the facilities tackles the issues
which have been raised at these conferences and will continue
into the future, and that they make efforts to report on them,
share information, and cooperate with each other. (This point
was touched on in Soshotsujin 22 and 23/24.) As a venue for this
cooperation, the Conference on Memorial Halls for Scholars of
Chinese Learning has until now been held primarily as part of
Nishogakusha University’s SRF program, but how to continue
holding it once the SRF program ends, i.e., from 2020 onwards, is
a major issue. This point was touched on at the 1st conference, and
one realistic method may be for facilities to hold it in turn, like the
Oumei Council mentioned by Yoshida. In addition, an important
consideration for future conferences may be to consider initiatives
to cooperate with the movement to reassess Confucianism and
Confucian studies in Chinese society, which became a topic of
discussion at this conference, and explore specific ways of doing
chis.

As a participant, I was especially struck by the fact that, in
addition to lateral cooperation within Japan, the possibility of
cooperation with other countries has also emerged.
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Kawabe Yutai

The 4th International Conference of the East Asian Consortium
of Japanese Studies (EACJS) was held over three days on November
1-3, 2019, at National Taiwan University.

Past EACJS conferences were hosted by the following
institutions:

Ist conference (2016): Institute for Japanese Studies, Seoul
National University (Incheon, Korea)

2nd conference (2017): Japan Institute, Nankai University
(Tianjin, China)

3rd conference (2018): International Research Center for
Japanese Studies (Kyoto, Japan)

This 4th conference was hosted by the EACJS and the Center
for Japanese Studies, National Taiwan University.

The Center for Japanese Studies was established in November
2013, and its current director is Lin Liping (professor, Department
of Japanese Language and Literature, National Taiwan University).
Its publications include the Japanese Studies Research Series.

There follows an outline of the 4th EACJS conference.

On the afternoon of the first day, the opening ceremony was
followed by keynote lecture (1): Hirakawa Hitoshi (emeritus
professor, Nagoya University), “Asia’s Economy at a New Stage”;
keynote lecture (2): Abe Yasuro (professor, Nagoya University
Institute for Advanced Research and Ryukoku University),
“Cultural Heritage Produced by the Movement of Religious Texts
in East Asia: With a Focus on Prince Shotoku and Osu Library”;
and a special lecture: Xu Xingqing (president, Chinese Culture
University; director, Institute of East Asian Humanities and Social
Sciences), “The Present State of and Issues in Japanese Studies in
Taiwan: Towards a Cultural Community.” These were followed by
a reception party. Hirakawa analyzed the Belt and Road Initiative,
while Xu reviewed international area studies as seen through
Japanese studies in Taiwan, and both provided interesting analyses
of the current situation.

Panel sessions were held in the morning and afternoon of the
second day. In addition, lunch was followed by keynote lecture
(3): Kurita Kayoko (vice director and associate professor, Center
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for Research and Development of Higher Education, University of
Tokyo), “A Shift in Education in Japan: The Future of Education
Explored from an Understanding of Active Learning.” In the
evening a welcome party was held.

On the third day, there were panel sessions and keynote lecture
(4): Hatano Sumio (director, Japan Center for Asian Historical
Records, National Archives of Japan), “The Evolution of Digital
Archives and the Future of Historical Research.” These were
followed by the closing ceremony and a meeting of the EACJS
Steering Committee (committee members only).

Nishogakusha University’s SRF organized the panel “The
Significance of Kanbun Studies in the Current of Global Studies:
The Example of Taiwan in the Early Modern and Modern Period,”
held on the second day, and Machi, Kawabe, Mathias Vigouroux
(lecturer, Nishogakusha University), and Hanashiro Yoshihiro
(lecturer, I-Shou University, Kaohsiung) participated.

Machi began by explaining the aim of the panel and describing
some of the activities undertaken by Nishogakusha University’s
COE and SRF programs, and he also chaired the panel.

Vigouroux presented a paper on “Taiwan and the Southern
Islands as Seen by 19th-Century European Orientalists,” in
which he discussed the achievements of the 19th-century French
Orientalists Julien, Rémusat, and Rosny and their perceptions of
Asia on the basis of relevant materials held by Lille City Library
and Nishogakusha University.

Kawabe presented a paper on “The Activities of Former Students
of Nishogakusha in the Early Stages of Japanese Rule of Taiwan,” in
which he touched on the achievements of Sakura Magozs, Odate
Koretaka, and Iné Kanori, who had studied at Nishogakusha
and were active in Taiwan in the nineteenth century, and he also
examined the role of “Chinese learning” and kanbun in Taiwan
under Japanese rule.

Hanashiro presented a paper on “The Achievements of Yasue
Gokei in Taiwan,” in which, basing himself on investigations of
materials held by the Yasue family (Gifu prefecture), he discussed
the upbringing of Yasue Gokei, a Sinitic poet active in Taiwan
in the Meiji era, and his achievements in Taiwan. Kawabe has
been conducting research on Itd Kendo, who served as editor of a
column for original Sinitic writing in the Zaiwan Nichinichi Shinpo
and was a member of the Nangasha, a society for Sinitic poetry,
and as a result of Hanashiro’s paper he felt a need to clarify the roles
played in Taiwan under Japanese rule by men such as Yasue and Ito,
who had a grounding in Chinese learning. Hanashiro studied in
the doctoral course at Nishogakusha University, and after working
as a part-time assistant in the Department of Chinese Literature he
has been teaching at universities in Taiwan since 2001.

In addition, the following three papers presented at the panel
“Politics and International Relations in East Asia,” held in the
afternoon of the same day, were extremely interesting: Kawaguchi
Hitomi (Kobe University), “The Sino-Japanese Friendship and
Trade Treaty and the System of Consular Jurisdiction”; Kubota Yaji
(Kokushikan University), “Modern Japan’s Policy of Southward
Expansion: With a Focus on World War I”; and Hisano Y6 (Kobe
University), “Inukai Tsuyoshi’s Views on Foreign Affairs.”
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Kawabe has been studying proselytization in China by Higashi
Honganji, primarily from the perspective of the history of Sino-
Japanese cultural exchange in the modern period. But the Sino-
Japanese Friendship and Trade Treaty, Sino-Japanese Commerce
and Navigation Treaty, Amoy Incident, and Twenty-One Demands
discussed in the above three papers all had considerable bearings on
proselytization in China by Higashi Honganji and other Japanese
Buddhist sects and their rights to proselytize, and Kawabe felt a
renewed need to pay attention when pursuing research in the future
to relations between religious orders and the Japanese government
(Ministry of Foreign Affairs, army), politicians (Konoe Atsumaro,
Okuma Shigenobu, Inukai Tsuyoshi), political organizations (East
Asia Common Culture Association), and so on and also to pay
attention to not only politics and religion but also the economy
and military affairs with regard to Sino-Japanese relations during
this period.

On the morning of the same day, Lan Hung-yiieh (Institute of
History and Philology, Academia Sinica), a former COE research
assistant at Nishogakusha University, participated in a panel
on “Japanese Capitalism and Japanese Agrarianism.” After the
welcome party in the evening, we had a chance to talk with Lan
and were able to learn about recent conditions in Taiwan.

On November 3, we undertook investigations of materials
together with Hanashiro at the National Taiwan Library and the
Taiwan Study Research Center (New Taipei City) with Huang
Mei-e (professor, National Taiwan University; director, Graduate
Institute of Taiwan Literature) as our guide. The National Taiwan
Library has its origins in the library of the Government-General
of Taiwan and holds a great deal of material from the period of
Japanese rule. It has published a Catalogue of Japanese-Language
Materials on Taiwan in the National Central Library, Taiwan Branch
(19805 2nd ed., 2000), and its website provides access to various
databases, including one of images of old Japanese works held by
the library. But the library has been purchasing more books in
recent years, and we were able to examine and photocopy kanbun
textbooks and so on not included in the catalogue.

On November 4, we undertook investigations at the library of
National Taipei University of Education. Ang Sing-hong (professor
and dean of Graduate School of Taiwanese Culture) facilitated our
perusal and photographing of materials, as well as giving us a tour
of the university. The university has its origins in the Zhishanyan
Academy, the Japanese-Language School of the Government-
General of Taiwan, etc., and acquired its present name in 2005.
For this reason not only does the library hold comparatively many
Japanese books published in the fourth decade of the Meiji era,
but ownership stamps such as “Taipei Normal School,” “Taipei
1st Normal School,” “Seal of Taipei 2nd Normal School of
Government-General of Taiwan,” and “Seal of Book of Taipei 2nd
Normal School of Government-General of Taiwan” were found
on some of the books. Further, partly because it was a normal
school, prewar Japanese-language and kanbun textbooks included
a considerable number that had been published in Tokyo as well as
in Taiwan. Because the university trains teachers for primary and
middle schools, the library’s bookshelves held textbooks for various
subjects currently used at Taiwanese primary and middle schools,
and they included textbooks for Chinese (Mandarin), English, and
also Taiwanese (Southern Min).
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On the afternoon of the same day we visited the Gallery of
National Taiwan University History. National Taiwan University
has its origins in Taipei Imperial University, and it is known that
Kubo Tokuji (Tenzui) and Kanda Kiichiro taught in the Faculty of
Literature and Law and Mori Oto (eldest son of Mori C_)gai) in the
Faculty of Medicine. In addition, the university had classes with
course names not found at other universities, such as “Introduction
to Oriental Ethics” (Sera Toshio), “Introduction to the History
of Oriental Philosophy” (Imamura Kando), “Special Lectures on
Oriental Philosophy” (id.), “Oriental Literature” (Harada Suckiyo),
and “History of the Southern Seas” (Yanai Kenji). Institutes
attached to Taipei Imperial University included the Institute of
Tropical Medicine, Institute of Southern Culture, and Institute
of Southern Resource Science, and at the Institute of Southern
Culture Kanda Kiichird (Oriental Literature) was in charge of “the
collection and investigation of Annamese research materials.” It
would be interesting to know what other scholars were studying
at the time or after the war, and we also sensed strong connections
with Japan’s policy of southward expansion.

It was regrettable that, perhaps influenced by current China-
Taiwan relations, almost no Chinese (mainland Chinese and
Chinese residing in Japan) who had initially planned to participate
attended, but even so more than 260 papers were presented.

Last year’s conference was hosted by the International Research
Center for Japanese Studies in Kyoto, and we wondered just how
many universities and research institutes and also sponsors there
are in Japan with the environment, personnel, and funds capable of
holding a conference of this scale.

It is planned to hold the 5th EACJS conference next year
at Korea University (Seoul), and we hope that the EACJS will
continue to grow.

Presentation by SRF Lead Researcher Professor Senjuroé Machi
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SILLAMAER

Goyama Rintaro

On the afternoon of December 1, 2019, Nishogakusha University’s
SREF held the symposium “Chinzan and Kafti: What Did the Sinitic
Literature of the Edo Period Bring to the Modern Period?” in Building
4 at Nishogakusha University’s Kudan Campus. Initially it had been
planned to hold this symposium on October 12, but it was postponed
because of the approach of Typhoon 19 (Hagibis). Many staff
members worked hard for this symposium from the preparatory stage,
and first of all T wish to thank them.

The main topics of this symposium were Onuma Chinzan
(1818-91), a leading Sinitic poet of Edo in the Bakumatsu period,
and Nagai Kafa (1879-1959), a writer who engaged in writing
activities over a long period of time from the mid-Meiji era to the
Showa era. These two figures are connected by a work of literature
called Shitaya sowa. This work (strictly speaking, there are several
versions, including “Shitaya no hanashi” and Shitaya sowa (revised
edition)) was written by Kaft, being first published in 1924 and
then revised over many years. It is a full-length historical account
centred on the Sinitic poet Onuma Chinzan and his family and
depicts the world of literati in the Bakumatsu and early Meiji
period, and it is because of this work that Chinzan is widely known
today.

It was hoped that, by cooperating with one another, researchers
of early modern Sinitic prose and poetry (Chinzan) and
modern fiction (Kafi) would bring about major changes in our
understanding of Shitaya sowa. But these two fields do not in fact
usually have very much to do with each other. In the first instance,
this symposium was planned with the aim of having specialists
in these different fields engage in debate and deepen their
understanding.

In addition, this study meeting was also intended to serve as a
venue for reporting on the very latest findings regarding materials
related to Chinzan. Chinzan is someone about whom related
materials have from the outset survived in great abundance.
But in recent years new materials have been coming to light in
rapid succession, starting with some related to Onuma Kakurin
(Zenjiro), who married Chinzan’s daughter Kane and succeeded
to the headship of the family, and these are bringing about major
advances in research. Among these materials related to Chinzan
and Kakurin, in 2015 approximately 270 items, consisting mainly
of correspondence, were donated to the National Diet Library, and
more than 200 items, consisting of manuscripts, hanging scrolls
with calligraphy, and so on, were deposited with Nishogakusha
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University’s library. There had thus arisen a need to share
information about these materials and consider their significance.
The preparation of these materials pertaining to Chinzan and
his descendants was in large part due to the guidance of Onuma
Chihaya, who was a great-great-grandson of Onuma Chinzan
and had for many years been leading research on Chinzan. The
donation of materials to the National Diet Library and the
depositing of materials with Nishogakusha University were carried
out in accordance with his wishes. He had been looking forward
to this symposium, but he passed away shortly before, on October
6. We are academically indebted to him, for which T wish to
express my sincere thanks, and I also pray for the repose of his soul.
(On the day, Onuma Nobuyuki and other relatives attended the
symposium.)
There follows an outline of the program.

Opening address: Machi Senjuro

Part 1: Who Was Onuma Chinzan?: His Life and Literature
Hirano Kei (Taito City Central Library)
“Onuma Chinzan and Tait6 Ward”
Uchida Kenji (Ritsumeikan University, graduate student)
“Onuma Chinzan and Du Fu’s Poems”
Ikezawa Ichird (Waseda University)
“Onuma Chinzan’s Calligraphy: Hanging Scrolls, Coloured
Sheets of Paper, and Letters”

Part 2: Onuma Chinzan’s Family and Modern Society

Onuma Yoshiki (National Diet Library)
“People of the Onuma Family as Seen in ‘Materials Related
to Onuma Chinzan and Kakurin' Held by the National Diet
Library: With a Focus on Chinzan’s Son-in-Law Kakurin”

Goyama Rintaré (Keio University)
“The Transmitting and Honouring of Chinzan’s Writings
by Onuma Kakurin and Kusunoki Shozaburs: On the Basis
of Materials Related to the Onuma Family Deposited with
Nishogakusha University”

Part 3: Nagai Kaftu and Modern Sinitic Literature: With a Focus on
Connections with Chinzan
Kiyomatsu Hiroshi (Keio University, graduate student)
“Kafu in the Sinitic Context: ‘Shitaya no Hanashi’, ‘Shitaya
Sowa’, and Literary Space in the Second Half of the Taisho Era”
Tada Kurahito (Kagoshima University)
“Nagai Kafi and Sinitic Prose and Poetry: With Reference to
Materials about Nagai Kagen”
General Discussion

Closing address: Yamaguchi Tadayoshi (Nishogakusha University)

Next, I wish to summarize each of the papers.

First of all, Machi Senjurd explained the aim of the symposium
and its background, namely, the circumstances that led to the
depositing of materials with Nishogakusha University by Onuma
Chihaya.

Hirano Kei (whose paper was read by proxy) described the
outcome of the exhibition “Onuma Chinzan: A Sinitic Poet of the
Bakumatsu-Meiji Period,” which had been held the year before
last at Taito City Central Library, and then touched on changes
in Chinzan’s place of residence and on the relationship of well-
known places such as Shitaya and Ueno with Chinzan’s poems
and discussed the importance of Chinzan as a Sinitic poet of Taito
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Ward.

Uchida Kenji undertook an exhaustive investigation of Chinzan’s
use of phrases from Du Fu’s poems, paying attention to differences
between draft poems and published versions, and demonstrated
that Chinzan made wide-ranging use of Du Fu in various types of
poems, and he also touched on Chinzan’s aims when revising the
wording of his poems.

TIkezawa Ichiro carefully deciphered the hanging scrolls with
calligraphy in his possession and the seals affixed to them and, also
taking into account the prefaces and epigraphs added to various
books, discussed Chinzan’s mentality and the composite nature of
the art of a Sinitic poet of the early modern period.

Onuma Yoshiki gave an overview of the materials related to
Chinzan and Kakurin held by the National Diet Library and then
described how one can infer from these materials connections
among people centred on Chinzan and Kakurin and Kakurin’s
struggles at a time from the mid-Meiji era onwards when kanbun
studies cannot be said to have been especially popular.

Goyama Rintard gave an overview of the materials deposited
with Nishogakusha University and, touching on Kakurin’s poems
and the achievements of his son-in-law Kusunoki Shozaburo, argued
that passages related to Chinzan’s descendants in Shitaya sowa do
not necessarily capture everything about their way of life.

Kiyomatsu Hiroshi suggested that the existence of proposals in the
Taisho era to limit the number of Chinese characters in general use
ought to be considered as a background factor in the composition
of Shitaya sowa, and he argued that this work can be regarded as
one in which Kafa, aware of the contemporary situation regarding
language, explored in his own way a new Sinitic context at the level
of writing style.

Tada Kurahito, paying attention to expressions related to death
in Shitaya sowa, pointed out that Kafu had special feelings about
Tokugawa Yoshinobu and, presenting materials related to Kaft’s
father Nagai Kagen, also called for a rethinking of the relationship
between Sinitic poetry circles and Kafa.

Yamaguchi Tadayoshi reviewed the contents of the symposium
and expressed the hope that this sort of interdisciplinary research
would develop further in the future.

As a result of the above papers and discussions, I felt once again
that the inflow of Sinitic literature and kanbun studies in the
modern period was multistratified and composite and can by no
means be explained from only one direction. Considered in line
with the symposium’s subtitle—“What Did the Sinitic Literature
of the Edo Period Bring to the Modern Period?”—
literature of the early modern period could be said to have been

the Sinitic

linked to the culture of the modern period at various levels such
as the literatus spirit, social morals, a sense of loyalty, an aesthetic
awareness of writing styles, and personal networks.

In addition, while it was expected, the fact that the approaches of
different specialities differed markedly was also striking. For example,
whereas researchers of Sinitic literature carefully interpreted and sorted
through kanbun materials within the traditional framework of kanbun,
researchers of modern literature focused on Sino-Japanese terms
appearing in Kaft’s historical account and on moves pertaining to
kanbun in contemporary culture and society. Furthermore, in the
analysis of Sinitic poems researchers with a background in Japanese
literature endeavoured to prove their points by collecting examples
of usage, whereas researchers of Chinese literature paid greater
attention to the perspectives and stances expressed more broadly in
the poems. This is not a question of which approach is better, and
both fields ought to learn from each other.

I sincerely hope that the study of not just Shitaya sowa but also
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other works of literature that connect different fields of research
and encourage organic discussions about the relationship between
the modern period and Sinitic literature will flourish even more in

the future.
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Scene at the symposium
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Special exhibition
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